
    2010 has been an ex-
citing year for the Mont-
gomery Tree Committee.   

    We redefined our mis-
sion: we exist to pro-
mote, enhance and pro-
tect the urban forest.  
Our vision is to build 
and sustain an environ-
mental legacy for all 
citizens.   

    We held a Retreat to 
define our goals.  We 
developed a three year 
strategic plan to carry 
out these goals.  We are 
redesigning our website.   

    We celebrated Arbor 
Week throughout the 
City, on the Capitol 
grounds, and at Kiwanis 
Park where we dedicated 
a Memorial Liberty Elm 
Tree.  We ensured that 
the City of Montgomery 
retained its national Tree 
City USA status through 
the Arbor Day Founda-
tion.   

    We continued our 
established projects: 
Legacy Trees, Trees for 
Schools, and the contin-
uing development and 
(now) creation of Cy-
press Nature Park and 
the Montgomery Nature 
Conservancy to protect 
and enhance the Cypress 
Pond, Creek and Inlet.   

    We participated in 
Environmental and Earth 
Days at Hyundai, ALFA, 
EcoMax and Maxwell 
Air Force Base.  We 
continued partnering 
with the Montgomery 
Clean City Commission 
at Planet Montgomery, 
and with the Capital City 
Master Gardener Associ-
ation at the Humane So-
ciety.   

    Two exciting new 
projects, Take Root 
Montgomery, now off 
and running, and Ave-
nue of the Oaks, in its 
infancy, will continue to 

grow in 2011.  MTC has 
a history of successes 
and steady growth.   
These successes were 
made possible in the past 
and continued this year, 
because of the dedicated 
membership, Board of 
Directors, Advisors, and 
Executive Board:  all 
volunteers with a pas-
sion for our cause.  I am 
ever mindful that we all 
have busy lives and 
somehow fit in time to 
make this organization 
successful, and I thank 
you for that commit-
ment.  

    So…the “Beating 
Around the Bush” 
part…..If, while reading 
the Leaflet you are find-
ing what we do exciting 
and important, please 
consider joining us.   

Dianne Bush  
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    On October 23, 2010, Make A Dif-
ference Day (a national volunteer day) 
took place.  This day provides an op-
portunity for volunteers from all walks 
of life to come together to improve 
their communities.  The Montgomery 
Tree Committee sponsored a landscap-
ing project at the Montgomery Humane 
Society.   
    The purpose of the project was to 
improve the function and eye appeal of 
the dog play area behind the kennels 

and administrative building.  A barren 
piece of land was transformed into a 
beautiful park-like area.  Ten Ameri-
can Sycamore trees and approximately 
150 shrubs and ornamental grasses were 
planted by over eighty volunteers. 
    Those volunteers included groups 
from the Montgomery area and as far 
away as Tuscaloosa, Alabama.   
 
(continued on page 2, with photo) ���
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Participants included members of the 
Montgomery Tree Committee, the 
Capital City Master Gardeners, the 
Boy Scouts of America, Alabama 
Christian Academy , the Humane 
Society and the Pledge Class of the 
SAE Fraternity from the University 
of Alabama. 
   Groups that contributed materials 
and plants for the 
project included the 
Montgomery Tree 
Committee, the Hu-
mane Society, 
Green Thumb 
Nursery, Little 
Mountain Growers, 

Southern Homes and Gardens Nurse-
ry, Vaughn Road Garden Center and 
Maxwell Air Force Base. 
    As a result of these donations of 
time and materials, dogs and their 
care givers have a lovely place in 
which to exercise and play.  Also, 
prospective adoptive parents will 
have a shaded and beautiful area 

where they can interact and get ac-
quainted with the animals.    
    The Montgomery Tree Committee 
will monitor the progress of the new-
ly planted trees and the Capital City 
Master Gardeners will continue to 
provide a care plan for the mainte-
nance of the shrubs and plants as well 
as the trees.  Overall, the project was 

a huge success and 
everyone, especially 
the Montgomery Hu-
mane Society, was 
pleased with the     
results of this united 
effort.  
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age have taken an enormous toll on 
the mature canopy trees in these 
neighborhoods. Numerous trees and 
huge limbs are lost each year.  In an 
effort to compensate for some of this 
loss, trees will be planted in a scat-
tered, naturalistic fashion in the open 
space of LeGrand Park.   Montgom-
ery’s urban forester, Russell Stringer, 
has recommended hardy trees that 
will thrive in the alkaline Black Belt 
clay there: certain oak species, dis-
ease-resistant American elm, and 
sycamore. The urban forester will 
supervise the installation during the 
planting season this winter, and 

neighborhood volunteers will water 
the trees for their first year or until 
they are established. 

    In addition to beautifying this park 
in the heart of the city’s historic 
neighborhoods, the trees will offer 
many other benefits as they grow to 
maturity.  They will restore canopy 
loss, moderate temperature and im-
prove the quality of the air along 
busy streets, reduce storm water run-
off,  and provide shade.  They will 
also provide wildlife habitat.  

    The Montgomery Tree Committee 
has been awarded $2,200 in grants 
from Alabama Power Foundation and 
Wal-Mart to plant canopy trees in 
Old Cloverdale’s LeGrand Park.  Pro-
ject coordinator Karen Benton is 
working in cooperation with the Old 
Cloverdale Association to beautify 
and reforest this urban park, a 1.7 
acre open space bounded by three 
historic districts:  Garden District, 
Cloverdale-Idlewild, and Old Clo-
verdale.  

    The ravages of drought, storms, 
disease, hurricanes, high winds and 
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    Six bur oaks were dedicated to the 
students of Halcyon Elementary by 
Montgomery Tree Committee 
president Dianne Bush in April 
2010. The dedication was held 
to commemorate the planting 
of the trees, a joint project of 
the Montgomery Tree Com-
mittee and the Montgomery 
Federation of Garden Clubs.  
Maude Wise, outgoing presi-
dent of the Federation, wanted 
to provide shade trees for 
Montgomery schoolchildren.  She 
was particularly interested in Halcy-
on, because there were very few trees 
on the new campus.  On behalf of the 
Federation she contributed the funds 
necessary to purchase six trees for the 
school.   
    On a beautiful Friday morning, the 
school’s show choir performed as the 
students in grades 1-6 and their teach-
ers gathered near the trees for the 
dedication. Principal Shirley Brooks 
welcomed representatives from the 

Montgomery Tree Committee and the 
Montgomery Federation of Garden 

Clubs.  Halcy-
on Music Spe-
cialist Cami 
Culpepper 
planned the 
program, 
which includ-
ed her compo-
sition entitled 
“90 Degrees of 
Peace”, in-

spired by the trees, and a balloon re-
lease during the singing of “America 
the Beautiful”.  Ms. Brooks noted 
that the teachers had integrated the 
trees into the curriculum in many 
ways, including measurement, as the 
children watered the trees according 
to the specifications of Montgom-
ery’s urban forester. 
    Following an extensive renovation, 
bur oaks were also planted at Dalrai-
da Elementary with funding provided 
by the Federation. Later in the month, 

a dedication was held at Dalraida 
with all 650 children in attendance. 
    Several years ago, the Montgom-
ery Tree Committee started a pro-
gram called Trees for Schools.  The 
purpose of the program is to identify 
elementary schools that would benefit 
from trees, and to provide them at no 
cost to the school. The school        
receives one tree per grade…hardy 
oak trees recommended for Black 
Belt soils.  Karen Benton, project 
coordinator, works with the principal, 
the MPS buildings and grounds    
supervisor, and Montgomery’s urban 
forester, Russell Stringer, who pro-
fessionally plants the trees.  Each 
grade adopts a tree, and the children 
water it during the school year.  
Through this program, the Montgom-
ery Tree Committee hopes to beautify 
our schools, provide shade for 
schoolchildren, and through tree 
“adoption”, teach children that they 
can be active participants in creating 
a healthy  environment.   
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America’s 100 year birthday, Bart 
Hines, son of Mary Eleanor and a 
former Eagle Scout, and Col. Walt 
Hines (USAF Ret.), 
husband of Mary El-
eanor, also attended 
the event.  To honor 
the birthday, Boy 
Scouts across the 
country planted trees 
in public spaces.   
    Following the 
awards ceremony, 
Dianne instructed the 
Boy Scouts in correct 
tree-planting tech-
nique, and the scouts 

    Montgomery Tree Committee 
members Mary Eleanor Hines and 
Dianne Bush joined with MAFB Boy 
Scouts, Beth Osgood (Base Environ-
mental Specialist) and Michelle Cole 
(Urban and Community Forestry, 
Auburn University) on February 26th  
- a crisp Saturday morning.   
    The Air Force Base was presented 
with the Tree City USA Flag and was 
awarded Tree Campus status.  Both 
awards represent the importance that 
Maxwell Air Force Base places on 
the support of sound environmental 
principles and are awarded by the 
national Arbor Day Foundation    
    In honor of the Boy Scouts of 

and their parents planted trees on the 
grounds of the Base. 
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Trees for Schools is a         
continuing project of the 
Montgomery Tree Com-
mittee.  We feel that edu-
cation of the younger gen-
eration, and      exposure to 
trees helps sustain an envi-

ronmental legacy for all 



Project Re-Leaf in Prattville   
On Feb 24. 2010, several MTC board members attended an Arbor Day event hosted by Prattville Mayor Bayard, to dedi-
cate a tree and marker honoring Hyundai Motor manufacturing of Alabama .  Hyundai’s  support of the replanting and re-
placement of trees destroyed in 2008 tornado.  The tree was furnished 
by the City of Montgomery and the marker was donated by the MTC. 
 
Liberty Memorial Elm Tree 
On Feb 25, 2010, the MTC, City of Montgomery, and the DAR/Sons 
of the American Revolution, dedicated a Liberty Elm and marker at 
Kiwanis Park in Old Alabama Town.  The honor guard, in colonial 
dress., was a highlight of the dedication.  The tree was provided by the 
Elm Research Institute to encourage the re-planting of elm trees in 
America.  Donors for this project included Hyundai Motor Manufactur-
ing of Alabama, the MTC and several individuals. 
 
Mental Health America 
Montgomery chapter of MHA sought grants to plant trees on their property.   
Their clients  maintained and nurtured the trees and other plantings.  The MTC has agreed to provide one tree in their land-
scape plan in 2010, with possible consideration for more help later. 
 
Pat Dozier Memorial Fund 
Approximately $3,000 has been donated by Friends of Capt. Pat Dozier to the MTC for the Cypress Pond Park Fund.  Pat 
was responsible for showing Cypress Creek & Pond to early members of the MTC, and led the 
very first Walkabout in 2001.  The      
project was one that he held dear. 
 

Legacy Trees 
In the 2009-2010 planting season 
we planted 11 Legacy Trees.  In 
the 2010-2011 season we have 6 
scheduled to be planted.  RE-
MEMBER:  Patron and Bene-
factor membership   levels can 
dedicate 1 or 2 Legacy Trees.  
It is a great way to become a 
member of MTC .   
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the pre-event advertising that was 
handled by Alabama Urban Forester, 
Matthew McCollough.  Michelle 
Cole joined Dianne Bush and a group 
of uniformed Montgomery County 
Foresters on a cool and windy lunch 
time to give Capital workers seed-

lings and advise about potting-up and 
planting the seedlings.  In fact, every 
seedling was given away, and the 
success and enthusiasm for the pro-
ject has made the give-away a part of 
MTC’s annual Arbor Week events.   

    The Montgomery Tree Committee 
and the Montgomery County Forestry 
Commission joined together to give 
seedlings to folks working in the Ala-
bama Capitol Complex on Feb 24th.  
This first time Arbor Week event was 
a great success, due in large part to  
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Legacy Trees in Winter 

Liberty Elm Ceremony 



the Montgom-
ery Tree Com-
mittee to aid in 
implementing 
the Street Tree 
Master Plan for 
the downtown 
area.   
    Take Root 

was launched in the fall and started 
an aggressive fundraising campaign 
to support the City Urban Forestry 
Department in the purchase and 
planting of trees.  Take Root applied 
for and received a technical grant 

 Plant…..Grow…..Sustain.  
These are the words that describe the 
mission of MTC’s newest, very excit-
ing and ambitious project – Take 
Root Montgomery.  The brain child 
of Board Member Chase Fisher,   
inspiration for Take Root occurred 
while Chase was visiting friends in 
Chattanooga in 2010, where Take 
Root began.  The idea of improving 
the air quality, aesthetic appearance 
and walkability of downtown Mont-
gomery appealed to him and Chase 
began working with Russell Stringer, 
Montgomery’s Urban Forester, and 

from the Central Alabama Communi-
ty Foundation for marketing materi-
als. Chase has been successful in ap-
proaching individuals and business 
who have donated generously to the 
project.   
    Take Root will be planting 25 trees 
at the end of January. Take Root's 
goal is to double the tree canopy in 
the urban core over the next few 
years - a bold undertaking that will 
require community support 
to become a reality. Take Root's   
website is: 
www.takerootmontgomery.com.    
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    Last April, EcoMAX partnered with the Hampstead Institute and the City of Montgomery to create a family-oriented 
sustainable living event at Hampstead Farms.  The event included Ashley Henderson’s rain barrel workshop,  Robert 
Cope’s booth on Cypress Pond, Montgomery Tree Committee’s educational booth, as well as numerous exhibits and work-
shops on everything from creating container gardens to preserving fresh fruits and vegetables. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    MTC board members attended the 
annual training and awards ceremony 
on Aug 26, 2010 at the Auburn Uni-
versity Student Center.  Sponsored by 
the Alabama Cooperative Exten-
sion System and AU School of For-
estry, the program helps to train and 
recognize volunteers in urban forestry 
throughout Alabama.   
    This year, MTC's Robert Cope 
received the Volunteer of the Year 
award for his work on Cypress Creek, 
Pond & Inlet,.  Jeff Downes, Mont-
gomery's Deputy Mayor, received the 
Leader of the Year award for his sup-
port of the Cypress Creek watershed 
projects.     
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"Volunteer of the Year 2010 
awarded to Robert Cope in 
recognition of outstanding ac-
complishments and valuable 
contributions to the Alabama 
Urban and Community Forestry 
Program" presented by Michelle 
Cole, Alabama Tree City USA 
Coordinator  



     The process allowed the 
CNPC to gain an understanding 
of approximate costs that a quali-
fied landscape architect might 
charge to prepare a master plan 
including coordinating all three 
����������	����
����	
������   Cy-
press Inlet, Cypress Park, 
and  Cypress Creek. These phas-
es of the project will be integrat-
ed with the engineering work to 
be done by the Corps of Engi-
neers precedent to construction 

of the park itself.   
     Cypress Nature Park presentations 
were given on Earth Day at Maxwell 
Air Force Base, The Hampstead Farm 
with EcoMax, and at the Riverwalk 
Region’s First Annual  Dragon Boat 
Race on the Alabama River.  We also 
made a major presentation with the 
Corps of Engineers at The Alabama 
Water Conference in Gulf Shores, 
AL.    
    In December 2010, the CNPC was 
instrumental in the formation of the 
Montgomery Nature Conservancy for 
the purpose of overseeing the raising 
of needed funds, the employment of a 
landscape architect, and the develop-
ment of a master plan.   

     The principal 
activities of the   
Cypress Nature Park 
Committee involved 
interviewing  land-
scape architects 
and  reviewing  their 
qualifications in 
terms of previous 
work on large natu-
ralistic municipal 
walking parks com-
parable to  our pro-
posed Cypress Nature Park 
(previously known as Cypress Pond 
Park).  CNPC members talked and/or 
met with companies from Chicago, 
New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
Birmingham and Montgomery.  We 
also engaged a consultant/developer, 
Milton Puryear, who was instrumen-
tal in developing other large munici-
pal projects involving  tri-party coor-
dination with the city, the Corps of 
Engineers, and a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit corporation.  Milton made two 
trips to Montgomery and ultimately 
developed a list of project elements 
enabling prospective architects to 
understand the scope of the master 
plan. 

    At the end of the year we prepared 
a brochure and renamed our website.  
Cypresspondpark.org became       
cypressnaturepark.org in order to 
effectively communicate with poten-
tial funders as tour plans for the park 
and proposed costs evolve.  The ma-
jor challenge in 2011 will be to iden-
tify the best sources of funding and 
secure commitments to start construc-
tion of the park itself.   
2010 Alabama Master Gardener  
Conference  
   MTC members, Robert and Catherine 
Cope along with Bill Campbell set up the 
first of many displays about the Cypress 
Nature Park and the Montgomery Nature 
Conservancy in the vendor area of the 
Alabama Master Gardener Conference, 
on March 18th through the 20th.  The set 
up included drawings from Auburn Land-
scape students, a flat screen television 
presentation, and handouts about the pro-
ject.   
     Robert, Catherine and Bill talked with 
conference attendees about the concept 
and vision for the park.  They gathered 
names of those who expressed an interest 
in becoming involved in the work of the 
Cypress Committee, and made attendees 
aware of importance of preserving this 
exceptional site for future citizens of the 
area , state and country.   
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1976. The circumference measures 182”, 
the height 115’, and the canopy spread 
102’. The tree will be measured 
again in 2015 to monitor its 
continuing growth. Although it 
provides a great deal of shade, it 
also drops an enormous amount 
of leaves which Thomas says he 
spends most of the fall raking. 
The owners are provided with a 

certificate of recognition and a marker is 
placed at the base of the trunk.  

Deep in the heart of the historic Clo-
verdale Idlewild neighborhood lives 
Montgomery’s Champion Tree, an honor 
bestowed by the Alabama Forestry Com-
mission. The Alabama Champion Tree 
program began in 1970 and recognizes 
the largest tree in each species. Planted in 
1940 by the Turner family, this 70+ year 
old sycamore tree (platanus occidentalis) 
majestically reigns over the backyard of 
3412 Wellington Road, the current home 
of Thomas and Cheryl Upchurch since 
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MTC at Hyundai Environmental Day 
and Earth Day 

MAFB Earth Day ���������	 ��

�������  Montgomery Tree Committee 
was invited to participate in the Max-
well AFB celebration of Earth Day 
on April 22nd.  We joined other envi-
ronmental groups at the Base Com-
munity Center and MTC members, 
Robert Cope, Maxine Smith, Renee 
Reames, and Dianne Bush set up the 
Cypress Pond exhibit, including post-
ers, maps, a flat screen presentation, 
and handouts about the project.  We 
talked individually with base person-
nel, interacted with children from the 
base school, and with other environ-
mental organizations at the celebra-
tion.   

    Montgomery Tree Committee 
members Robert Cope and Dianne 
Bush joined the Montgomery Clean 
City Commission at Environmental 
Day and Earth Day at both Hyundai 
Motor Manufacturing of Alabama (on 
April 20), and at ALFA (on April26), 
with each organization setting up 
their own displays.   

    MTC set up the Cypress Nature 
Park display and talked with employ-
ees of the respective businesses inter-
ested in learning about the proposed 
future park, green space and environ-
mental center in  downtown Mont-
gomery.   
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streetscape of Montgomery by plant-
ing 708 trees. 
     While it is high on our priority list 
to plant a tree in every available spot 
in the downtown area, we also ad-
dressed improving the streetscape in 
such areas as the Atlanta Highway 
median, Barnett Road in Halcyon, 
McGhee Road & Carter Hill Road 
intersection and in Memorial Heights.                 
We also continued our efforts to sus-
tain the tree canopy in Cloverdale, 

Capitol Heights, Cottage Hill and the 
Garden District.  

    For the 2010-11 planting season 
we have several projects underway 
including the Phytoremediation Pro-
ject on Columbus Street, phase two 
on the Atlanta Highway median, as 
well as a couple of concrete-to-trees 
areas downtown, just to name a few. 

    Thanks to the support of the Mayor 
and City Council, as well as other 
likeminded groups such as the Mont-
gomery Tree Committee and various 
Garden Clubs in Montgomery to date 
the Urban Forestry Division, under 
the direction Of Urban Forester Rus-
sell Stringer, has planted 3,230 trees 
in the city. In the 2009-10 planting 
season the City of Montgomery    
Urban Forestry Division continued 
their efforts to improve the 
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 To join, visit us at                       
http://montgomerytrees.org/                
or write to:   
Montgomery Tree Committee 
P.O. Box 70333 
Montgomery, AL 36107-2304 
Please make checks payable to                     
Montgomery Tree Committee. 
 

 Our members have the 
opportunity to volunteer for a 
variety of projects including 

    * planting trees 
    * writing grants 
    * manning information booths 
    * helping clean up sites 
    * conducting training courses 
    * fundraising 
    * working with neighborhood 
       and schools 

 We invite you to become 
of member.   Membership levels 
are:                                        
Dogwood (Student) --------$15  
Tulip Poplar  (Retirees) ---$20  
Pine (Individual) -----------$25  
Magnolia (Family) --------$50  
Sycamore (Patron) ------- $250  
Oak (Benefactor) --------- $500 
 
 All membership levels 
will receive a Montgomery Tree 
Committee reusable tote bag and 
a 10% discount on trees pur-
chased from Southern Homes & 
Gardens. Patrons can dedicate 
one Legacy Tree and Benefac-
tors can dedicate two Legacy 
Trees each year that they remain 
a member.   
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The Montgomery Tree Committee, founded in 2001 in         

Montgomery, Alabama,                                                             

exists to promote, enhance and protect the urban forest.                        

Our vision is to build and sustain an environmental                                      

legacy for all citizens.   �������������	
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